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TADEUSZ WIESER

1922–2005

On 28th August 2005 passed away at his home Professor Tadeusz Wieser, an outstan-
ding Polish mineralogist and petrologist, an Honorary Member of the Mineralogical
Society of Poland.

Tadeusz Wieser was born on 19th September, 1922, in Lvov. He studied at the
Jagiellonian University, where in 1948 he obtained the M.Sc. degree in geology and got
assistantship at the Department of Geology. After two years, in 1950, he presented his
Ph.D. dissertation “Sulphate weathering products in an iron disulphide deposit of the
Holy Cross Mts”.

After joining the Polish Geological Institute (PIG), from 1954 he headed the La-
boratory of Petrology in Warsaw, and then, since 1957 till his retirement in 1992, he was
the head of the Laboratory of Petrology and Geochemistry at the Carpathian Branch of
the PIG in Cracow. He was nominated the extraordinary professor in 1965 and the full
professor in 1975.

The scientific activity of Professor Wieser was diversified and related to various
geological regions of Poland. The majority of his papers concerned the area of
the Carpathians due to his co-operation with an eminent Carpathian geologist,
Prof. M. Ksi¹¿kiewicz who was the supervisor of his M.Sc. and Ph.D. theses, and his
35-year period of work at the Carpathian Branch of the PIG. His studies brought about
much new, valuable information on various aspects of the magmatic activity in the
Carpathian geosyncline, with a special attention paid to pyroclastics and their trans-
formation products, i.e. bentonites and clinoptilolite-rich sediments. Of other impor
tant papers concerning the area of the Carpathians should be mentioned those on
the origin of clastic material in the flysch sandstones, the mineralogy of manganese
nodules, mineralogy and geochemistry of the organic matter-rich flysch sediments, and
the occurrences of barite.

Supergene minerals of the Holy Cross Mts were another subject of Professor Wieser’s
interest. Besides those from the “Staszic” mine, dealt with in his above-mentioned Ph.D.
thesis, he described some sulphate and arsenate minerals from old copper mines in
the Kielce region, as well as two types of variscites from the Wiœniówka sandstone
quarry.

Other papers concerned the Silesia-Cracovian region and the Sudety Mts in Poland
as well as some foreign areas (Euboea, Greece; and King George Island, Antarctica).
Professor Wieser also introduced some improvements in microscopy methods of mine-
ralogical investigations. The results of his work were presented many times at confe
-rences, among others at the geological congresses in Copenhagen, Bucharest and Paris.
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Professor T. Wieser was an active member of several scientific organizations, such as
the Mineralogical Society of Poland, the Geological Society of Poland, the Geological
Committee and the Mineralogical Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences,
the Balkano-Carpathian Geological Association and the International Committee on
Natural Zeolites. For the Polish mineralogy he merited as an active member of the
editorial boards of several mineralogical and geological periodicals. Prof. Wieser super-
vised four Ph.D. theses and was always at hand to help young mineralogists and
students. His wide interest and profound knowledge covering many fields of mine-
ralogical sciences was especially manifested at scientific sessions of the Mineralogical
Society of Poland, which he frequently participated and used to make valuable contri-
butions to scientific discussions.

Professor Tadeusz Wieser will remain in our memory as a true enthusiast of mine-
ralogical sciences with a deep knowledge and understanding of many geological
problems, as somebody gifted with an unusual memory, but first of all as a modest and
deeply human person and colleague.

Witold ¯ABIÑSKI
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